MAINTAINING OUR SPIRITUAL FERVOUR AND PASSION FOR LIFE

Our passionate love for Christ and for the things of God is our greatest witness to the outside world. 

Jesus Himself said,

“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.” (Matthew 5:16)

Maintaining our spiritual fervour and our love for the things of God is also a great key to continually experiencing the life and life more abundantly that Jesus spoke of.

Jesus Himself said,

“...I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.” (John 10:10)
As Christians we have the ability to enjoy the abundant life that Jesus spoke of irrespective of what may be going on in our world and the attitudes of those in the world around us. 
All that we truly need is found in Christ. 

So at a time when so many people are in lockdown in Australia and in other countries, we as believers can still enjoy the abundant life that Jesus spoke of if we can maintain our spiritual fervour and passion for the things of God. 

Our circumstances should never stop us from leading a fulfilled Christian life. I have now been in lockdown for 5 weeks but they have been some of the best weeks of this year

I will now share a number of great keys that can help us to continually maintain our spiritual fervour so that we can continually enjoy a life of great purpose and meaning.

1) Not focusing continually on the problems around us. 
God is bigger than our problems
In the book of Isaiah we read,
“You will keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on You, because he trusts in You. Trust in the LORD forever, For in YAH, the LORD, is everlasting strength.” (Isaiah 26:3-4)
2) Having a LIFESTYLE of worship and prayer 
God inhabits the praises of His people. (Psalm 22:3) When we turn our focus to worshipping God our problems begin to appear a lot smaller as we begin to focus on the bigness of our God. In His presence is fullness of joy. (Psalm 16:11)
We need to learn to continually give our problems to the Lord in prayer. This is a great key to gaining freedom from worry
The Apostle Peter wrote, “casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you.” (1 Peter 5:7)
The Apostle Paul wrote, “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:6-7)
3) Consistently drawing aside with the LORD with an open bible
Those who wait upon the Lord will renew their strength. Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of God. Our most important ministry must always be Jesus ministering to us
In the book of Isaiah we read, “He gives power to the weak, And to those who have no might He increases strength. Even the youths shall faint and be weary, And the young men shall utterly fall, But those who wait on the Lord Shall renew their strength; They shall mount up with wings like eagles, They shall run and not be weary, They shall walk and not faint.” (Isaiah 40:29-31)
The Apostle Paul wrote, “So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.” (Romans 10:17)
4) Continually flowing in our own unique spiritual gifts and calling. 
Joy and purpose comes from being good stewards of our gifts and talents. This is why it is so important to know what to say yes to and what to say no to in life (Romans 12:4-8) (Matthew 25:20-23)
5) Being continually filled to overflowing with the Holy Spirit
(Ephesians 5:18) (Ephesians 3:14-20)
The Apostle Paul wrote, “But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.” (Romans 8:11)
6) Refusing to compare ourselves and our achievements with others
We must simply become the best at what God has called us to do in life. God has a unique unfolding plan for every believer’s life. (Psalm 37:23) We are the most fulfilled in life being who God created us to be. We are all one-off models. 
The Apostle Paul wrote, “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.” (Ephesians 2:10)
7) Having a clear God given vision and plan for our life and continually living our lives with eternity in mind. (Habakkuk 2:2-3) (Colossians 3:1-2)
Having a clear understanding of our God given assignment here on earth gives us great purpose and meaning in life and helps us to stay focused when we are experiencing trials and challenges in life.
In a world looking for hope, what a time to be alive as a Christian IF our focus is continually on living for the Kingdom Cause. 
Jesus Himself said, “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:19-21)
8) Continually staying connected to God’s will for our life in each season of our life
We must not allow our temporary trials and challenges to move us away from God's will for our life. We are most fulfilled and energized operating in the centre of God’s will for our life. This is why we need to keep doing just what Jesus tells us to do in life at all times.

The Apostle Paul wrote, “See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is.” (Ephesians 5:15-17)
9) Avoiding the negativity of others and from the news media
We cannot keep being exposed to the negative opinions of others and the bad reports in the news media if we want to continually maintain our spiritual fervour
The Apostle Paul, “Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy-meditate on these things.” (Philippians 4:8)
10) Being quick to deal with any know sin or wrong attitudes in our life

Having a repentant heart is a great key to maintaining ongoing intimacy in our walk with the Lord so that we continually experience His peace and joy in our life. Having a right heart towards God and others is also a great key to hearing from heaven
The Apostle Peter wrote, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” (1 John 1:9)
11) Always living our life to love and serve others (Being others focused)
True purpose and meaning in life comes from laying down our life for others and from helping others to realize their full potential in life
Jesus Himself said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and those who are great exercise authority over them. Yet is shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to become great among you, let him be your servant. And whoever desires to be first among you, let him be your slave - just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.” (Matthew 20:25-28)
12) Always looking to God and not man to meet our every need in life

He will not disappoint us in life. If we look to people to meet our needs in life we can become discouraged. Our trust must always be in God and not in man. He is able to meet our every need in life and to connect the right people to us to help us to fulfil His plan for our life. His will His bill
The Apostle Paul wrote, “And my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:19)
13) Choosing to rejoice in all circumstances 
We must refuse to allow the Devil to steal our joy. The joy of the LORD is our strength (Nehemiah 8:10)
The Apostle Paul wrote, “Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice.” (Philippians 4:4)
14) Always being content with what we have and with our God given assignment in life. Godliness with contentment is great gain
God knows what we truly need in life. In a world that is all about self and materialism, we are truly free indeed when we learn to be content with God’s plan and provision for our life as we live to serve Him wholeheartedly
The Apostle Paul wrote, “Now godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out… But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and harmful lusts which drown men in destruction and perdition. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.” (1 Timothy 6:6, 7, 9-10)
Jesus also said, “No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.” (Matthew 6:24)
15) Refusing to dwell on our past failures
We need to learn from our mistakes but then move on by continually keeping our focus on what God has planned for our FUTURE. We must refuse to live with regrets
This is why the Apostle Paul wrote, “Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me. Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 3:12-14)
16) Being always quick to forgive others so that we can continually maintain a sweet spirit. 
We must simply refuse to allow offences to enter into our heart and life. We all make mistakes in life so as we need grace from others we too need to always extend grace towards others
This is why Jesus Himself said, “And whenever you stand praying, if you have anything against anyone, forgive him, that your Father in heaven may also forgive you your trespasses. But if you do not forgive, neither will your Father in heaven forgive your trespasses.” (Mark 11:25-26)
In the book of Hebrews we read, “Pursue peace with all people, and holiness, without which no one will see the Lord; looking carefully lest anyone fall short of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up cause trouble, and by this many become defiled;” (Hebrews 12:14-15) 

And
17) We must always live our lives out of the eyes of FAITH. “For with God nothing will be impossible” (Luke 1:37)
King David wrote, “Trust in the Lord, and do good; Dwell in the land, and feed on His faithfulness. Delight yourself also in the Lord, And He shall give you the desires of your heart. Commit your way to the Lord, Trust also in Him, And He shall bring it to pass.” (Psalm 37:3-5)
In the book of Hebrews we read,
“Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” (Hebrews 11:1) “But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.” (Hebrews 11:6) 

Jesus Himself said, “If you can believe, all things are possible to him who believes.” (Mark 9:23)
My prayer is that the above keys will help all those who read this devotion to continue to maintain their spiritual fervour in the times that we are now living in. It is in maintaining our spiritual fervour that we can fully embrace the life and life more abundantly that God wants us to experience and that we can make a great impact in our world for eternity as we share the wonderful hope that we have in Christ with others
